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SERMON 


Preach'd Jan. 30. 1702. before the 
Lower Houſe of Co vocArioN. 


— 


LUKE xxiii. 34. former part of the Verſe. 


T hen ſaid Feſus, Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. 


E have ia this Chapter, a Re- 
lation of the worſt of Facts, 
that either the Wickedneſs of 


Man, or the Malice of the De- 
vil, had, at the time it was committed, been 
known to reach; Rebellion and Murther are 
both of them fach Crimes, as the tneſs of 
them may in ſome meaſure be gather'd, from 
the Nature of their firſt Puniſhment; for the 
one, an innumerable 2 of Angels, — 
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from the height of Bliſs, and the enjoyment of 
God's Preſence, caſt down to Hell, and con- 
demn d to a bottomleſs Pit: for the other, the 
firſt Man that was born into the World, was 
baniſh'd his Native Country, having at the 
ſame time, iuch a Mark ſet upon him, as where- 
eyer he came, to have been as much ſhun'd 
by his fellow Creatures , as he was abhorr'd 
by his Maker, nor was he leſs offenſive to him- 
ſelf, carrying about him , an accuſing guilty 
Conſcience, overwhelm'd with Fear and De- 
ſpair; thus previous to the Execution of the 
Law of Life for Lite, he was kept upon the 
Wrack, and underwent a fort of Hell 
Earth, what we find in the Goſpel, the De- 
vil was afraid of, was the Fate of the Mur- 
derer, in being tormented before his time. 
If wilfullß, and wrongfully , to deprive 
another of Life, which is the greateſt of all 
worldly Epjoyments , be the greateſt of Inju- 
ries, and we take our Meaſures from the hei- 
nouſneſs of the Offence, either from the pre- 
meditated Malice of him that does the Wrong, 
or from the Character and Eminence, or the 
Goodneſs, and Innocence of the Suffgrer, then 
have we before us, in the Crucifixion of our 
Saviour , an Inftance of the worſt of Sins, 
with the moſt aggravating Circumſtances at. 
tending it, that can well be imagined ; the 
Blood that is ſhed is more precions than that 
of Abel; the Wound is owing to a bolder 
Stroke than that of Cain, and of a more ex- 
tenſive Nature by far: It was levell'd 3 
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God of Heaven through the ſides of a ſe- 
cond Adam, with defign to reach the whole 
Race of Mankind ; It was the Effect of Ma- 
lice and Revenge in the old Serpent , when 
enraged by the Wound he receiv'd, God pro- 
miſing to Man, that the Seed of the Woman 
ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's head; here we have 
his utmoſt laſt Effort, throwing out his Sting 
and Venom', in the height of Indignation , 


before he yields to his Conqueror, and gives 


up his 


Human ſhape, are found involv'd in one and 
the ſame Act of Conſpiracy againſt Heaven 
and God. But that we may not be too 


much out of Countenance, to ware the ſhape 
of Creatures, capable of ſo much ill, my 


Text at the ſame time, preſents us with an 
Inſtance , of the beſt of Human Actions, in 


the beſt of Saints; here we have one, who 
being faſhion'd as a Man (and really was fo 
as much as any one of us) was ſo Obedient 


to the God Heaven, and became an Inſtru · 
ment of ſo much good, as to have made a- 
mends for all: And the better to counter- 

iſe the Wickedneſs, of ſo unheard of a 


, in an unthinking Multitude, he at once 


exerts the Excellency and perfection of Hu- 


man Nature, and I may ſay, of the Divine 


Nature alſo, as the Act implys the greateſt 
of Mercies; and though very admirable are 
the many thi which God hath wrought, 
yet we are told that bx Mercy ir over all his 

B 2 Works : 


Thus the Devil, and his Accomplices in 
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Works : We have the ſum of all our Savi- 
our's wiſe Diſcourſes, given us in few words, 
and put in practice at the ſame time, who 
came not only to preach, but to inculcate 
what he taught, by giving himſelf an Exam- 
ple, or Pattern, for us to follow; after ha- 
ving gone about doing good, his whole Life 
long , he thought fit, to crown his paſt La- 
bours, with a fort of Recapitulation of the 
whole, in the higheſt Inſtance of Charity, 
| that could be, ſaying, Father,forgive them, for they 
know not what they do, 


| An - Univerſal Love of all Men was the 
| Subſtance of his Doctrine; a ready compli- 
ance with this Precept was to be the di- 
ſtinguiſhing. Mark. of his pans ng Here- 

by men ſhall, know- that ye are my Diſciples, 

if ye love one another. But that they might, 

ſure, to exceed the Righteouſneſ+ of. the. 

Seribes and Phariſees , and do more than what 

Nature dictates, which is, to love thoſe that 

2 love us, and to do good to thoſe, from. 

whom one time or other, we may expect 

the like again; he in a more particular man- 

ner urges his Followers, To love tbeir Ene- 

mies; they, are to. do good to them that hate 

them, and pray for. them that deſpitefully uſe 

them, and perſecute them. A forgiving tem- 

per, is made a, neceſſary qualifications in a 

Chriſtian , all that pretend to be taught by 

Chriſt , if it be but only to ſay the Lord's. 

Prayer, they muſt firſt learn, to l 
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And as this muſt be acknowledged, to go 
againſt the grain of corrupt Nature, beyond 
any thing whatever, and conſequently muſt 
be allowed in ſome Caſes to be the hardeſt, 
though at all times an excellent good na- 
tured _—_ in Chriſtianity ; fo our Saviour _ 
choſe to ſhut up all, not only his Ser- * 
mons , but what was the beſt of preaching , | 
his moſt holy Life, he takes his laſt fare- 1 
well, with ſuch an Inſtance of this peculiar fk 
Chriſtian Vertue, as cannot be out-done : ' 
He ſuffers the Affronts that were offer'd him ii 
to be wound up to the higheſt pitch; he | 
lets his Enemies exerciſe their utmoſt tyran- 2 
ny upon him, and triumph over his Inno- 
cence, and forbearance, and then in return, 
of all, the better to heap Coals of Fire on 
their Heads, (not to conſume them, but to a- 
waken them to a ſenſe of his Love to them, 
and to kindle in their Breaſts a Love to him, 
who' firſt ſo loved them, as to lay down his 
G4 Life for them) When they had done their 
.worſt-, he does his beſt | and thit both as 
God, and as Man; as the one he forgives , 
and as the other he praysz he prays' for 
them and for their Pardon, at the Throne of 
Grace; he ſhews Mercy, and Exerciſes his 
Charity, in one and the ſame Act; though 
the one be not expreſs d, yet the other im- 
plys it, whilſt he prays to his Father, to 
forgive them (knowing at the fame time his 
Father's readineſs to hear his Prayers) he 
could not but have firſt forgiven them »him- 


ſelf 
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e had accepted the Plea, which he 


No folly. and, ignorance, ſuppoſing them 
not ile rs N. 1 — : Thus 
thon e Fact. were highly blamea le, yet 
by, ae eo a 7 Conſtruction, it ad- 
mts, o 

Not. that it is, to. be thought, that our 
Sayigur would have ſaid what he does, in 
the * had it really not been 
trije. is evident, that many of his Perſe- 
cutors were ignorant, to that degree, as not 
to, Kno] Who it was they were crucifying, 
G, we wok have a further occaſion to obſerve 


G by; b. and N Saviour, being 
. 11,9, Man and knowing their 
Ei 35, fey of, and-in the midſt of 

„ notwithſtanding all the Agony 


be, tho d. under by, their = he not 
ges them ſo much juſtice, 


I en bi, barely 7 Naber. 


as a Sin ſo highly pro- 
. in 2 felt, might otherwiſe — 
but he prays, chat the Fact might be for- 
given them ; and ſo far forth as any of them 


afterwards gave Glory to God, by a Confeſſion 


of their unhappy Error, and a ſubſequent Con- 


on, ſo fur, no doubt“, this Prayer had its 


Are Effect, they 


given, G 
of e 


t be and were for- 


n heinouſneſs 


This 


8 rs. on their behalf; he imputes what they | 
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This being ſaid of our Saviour Chriſt , of 
the Nature of his Sufferings, and the manner 
of his bearing them, I need not tell the 
Auditory , I am ſpeaking to, that what has 
been ſaid of ſo known an Occurrence, ought 
not to be lookt upon, as if it were wide 


of the Subject of the Day. It being far o- 


therwiſe, if we either conſider the Nature 
of the Fact, or the behaviour of the Sut- 
ferer ; there being in both alike, as well in 
the Perſons concern'd in the Text, as in 
the Day, a Complication of Murther and 
Rebellion, Irreligion and Rapine, on the one 
hand, and on the other, as much undeſer- 
ved ill uſage ſubmitted to, as much Patience, 
— orbearance, Good-will and Chri- 
ſtian rity ſhown, as can well be con- 
ceived ; ſo like to one another, are the A- 
Qors and Sufferers , as any one upon a view 
taken of them , muſt needs conclude, 


the one to be a Tranſcript of the other: 


This Nation of ours, this ſinful People co- 
ed from the Jew, and the Royal! 
his dying Lord, the King of the whole 


The Duty of forgiving Injuries, of Joy | 
our Enemies, of praying for them , < 
doing them all the good we can, though. it 
be the chief property of a Chriſtian, and the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing, as well as the moſt ex- 
cellent part of his Religion, yet, through a 

gradual. 
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gradual decay of Chriſtian Piety, and the 

eat diſtance of the firſt remarkable In- 

ance of it, as was that of Chriſt, ( and 
Men too ſoon forgetting his immediate Fol- 
lowers, the Primitive Chriſtians, and thoſe 
few of later date, who through the dege- 
neracy of the Age they livd in, were little 
regarded ) in proceſs of time, this Chriſtian 
Vertue, came to be ſo very much neglected, 
and exploded , ( a revengetul Spirit reigning 
in the room of it, whenever there was pow- 
er to ſhew it) . that God in his Wiſdom, 
thought fit in the diſpoſal of the things of 
this World, to pive a freſh Inſtance , of the 


like Injury offer d to Majeſty , and Innocence, 


at once, and yet the {ame Return made of 
good Will to his Perſecutors, and rebellious 
Subjects, maintaining to the laſt, the like 
frame and temper of Mind, in the bearing 
his Croſs, and in a decent Reſignation of 
his Life and Crown together, into his hands, 
from whom he was ſo fully convinc'd , he 
receivd and held, as well the one as the o- 
ther, that nothing could ever bring him, to 
acknowledge the contrary ; and iu the midſt 


of his Sufferings, he exercisd ſo much of the 


ſame ſort of Charity, in praying for his E- 
nemies, as ſhews, he made it his endeavour, 
to tread exactly in his ſteps, who was the 
firſt Founder of his Religion, he who made 


all this into a Law, and then obey'd it himſelf, 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 


The 
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The Method I propoſe to keep to in hand- 
ling this Text, with a due Application of it 
to the Day; is firſt, To ſet forth the like- 
neſs of the Perſons that ſuffer, and in what 
reſpect, their Perſecutors were more or leſs 
excuſable. And then, ſecondly, I ſhall con- 
ſider the fatal Conſequences of the Facts, and 
at the ſame time, ſhew upon what Terms and 
Conditions, ſuch Crimes can only be hoped 
to be forgiven, viz. when either Ignorance 
can be truly alledged, or a ſincere Repen- 

tance follows, and not otherwiſe. 


And firſt, As to the near Reſemblance be- 
tween the Parties concern'd, as well the Actors 
as the Sufferers, comparing thoſe in the Text, 
with thoſe of the Day. 

And here, one would imagine, the latter 
were reſolved, to take St. Pasl's Expreſſion, 
in the moſt litteral Senſe the words will 
bear, and crucifie to themſelves the Lord afreſh, 
.and in the neareſt likeneſs that could be, put 
him to an open ſhame. If, with reſpect to the 
Dignity of the Perſon, to have been born 
King of the Jews, was what ought to have 
.$kreen'd our Saviour from Violence, here is 
alſo one, not only born to a Crown, but 
actually poſſeſſed of it. He was not only 
called Ning by ſome, and at the fame time, 
detided by others for being ſo called, but he 
was acknowledged by all, _ a King ; he 

| | was 


— * 
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| was not juſt dreſs d up for an hour or two, 
| in Purple Robes, and ſaluted with a Hail 
| | King, but the uſual Ornaments of Majelty , 
1 were his cuſtomary Apparel; his Subject's 
.own'd him to be their King, and yet they 
brought him before a Tribunal, they judged 
| him, they condemned him; and that-they 
| might not be wanting in any thing, te ſet 
| him at naught, they ſpit upon him, and trea- 
ted him with the utmoſt Contempt. Our Sa- 
.viour's declaring that bis Kingdom was not of 
y thin World , might look like a ſort of Renun- 
L .ciation of his Tempora Soveratgnty , for the 
. preſent deſiring only to reign in the hearts 
of Men; but here was nothing of this in 
the Caſe before us; here was an indiſpu— 
| table, unrenounced Right of Soveraignty , 
| both by the Laws of God and Man; he was 
| the reigning Prince, and the Lord's anoin- 
| ted ; and yet, in deſpight of all Law , both 
Human and Divine, he was by direct force 

of Arms, and the moſt daring Methods, of 


.a flagrant Rebellion and Violence, depriv'd 
at once, of his Imperial! Crown and Life. 2 
3 We are told in Scripture," that God rais'd 
| up Pharaoh, and made bim a King, the bet- 
| ter to expoſe the Pride and Inſolence of a 
' 


Tyrant: Firſt, to ſhew it to the World, by 

the Eminence of his Station, who thus for- 

| | gets, by whom he is raisd, and then pu- 
| niſh his Pride, for the Example of others: 
FF 5 0 In 
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In like manner, it is more than probable , 
God not only ſometimes raiſes, the moſt ex- 
cellent Perſons, to Places of Honour, and 
ſets them upon Pinnacles, not only to ſee , 
but to be ſeen ; he raiſes them up, to make 
their Vertue be the more obſervable , and the 
Example reach the further. But this is not 
all; God may have deſigned ſomething more 
than this in the preſent Caſe: It is highly 
robable, that when God fees the Spirit of 

Rebellion, reigning in a Head- ſtrong People, a 
People ripe for as much Wickedneſs, as ever 
the Jeu! Nation could be ſaid to be, the 
better to bring them to that Ruin and De- 
ſtruction, which is due to ſuch Principles, 
and vile Affections, and at the ſame time, 
let the World fee the Juſtice of Provi- 
dence, and thence be afraid, in like man- 
ner to offend ; God raiſes up a Perſon, in 
all Reſpects qualified, to expoſe the hard- 
neſs of ſuch Peoples Hearts; they ſhall not 
only know him to be a King, to be their 
King, but alſo acknowledge him, to be of 
a moſt unblameable Life and Converſation , 
of an Exemplary Piety and Vertue, even 
beyond all Royal Examples, except that of 
Chriſt, who was pleas'd to ſet himſelf , out 
of the reach of the uſual Temptations , in- 
cident to Worldly Greatneſs, and choſe a 
Condition, which in all reſpects, ſeem'd to 
be a Reverſe ' to Majeſty ; as if it had been, 
with deſign to avoid the Snares, which 
C 2 accom- 
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pg, it, not ithſtanding that he knew bim- 
ſelf otherwiſe ſufficiently ſecure, having neither 
been conceiv d ys fin, nor = Fg RL 
to the Laws of it ; though the Prince, 
whom God yas A9 to ſet over us, was 
no ay Exempted from Human Frailty, had 
no other We againſt Sin, when ſur- 
.rounded with Temptations , but only a true 
Senſe of Religion , * the uſual Aſſiſtances 
of God's Grace , which may be depended 
upon by all, that make a right uſe of 
Jem 3 "WS et his greateſt Enemies, in their 
riking at his good Name, and Reputation, 
( which was always deater ta him than his 
Life ) could per charge him, with che 
leaſt degr ee of Vice. Thus the Eminence he 
was raisd to, was of that Nature , as to 
have teen him more e than 
even the Throne he ſat (uch. was his 
Perſeverapce 1 in a. holy Li as would make 
endleſs to enlarge upon his Vertues and 
Sar wag to keep to what concerns the Point 
in band. ſuch was his Clemeney , his Meek- 2 
ne, an Go Gentleneſs, ſa eaſie to bargive , in 
be 1 of. his Proſperity , and when he 
4 his Power to. puniſh ,, that thoſe 
be bl av i ee eres 
85 it, and um d wa it ac- 
pen. The more ey * Mn, the Spi- 
rit of Humility, and Condeſcenſion, 18 be 1 
„ the poſe, they, grew upon him bar, 
bo, him; che wore be. ſought, for 


"ih 
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the more they daily improv'd, and ſtrength- 
ned themſelves in a Spirit of Oppoſition , 
and Violence; the more he had 95 a good 
Chriſtian, the leſs they had of Common 
Humanity ; the more he had of Chriſt, the 
more they had of his unthinking Perfecu- 
tors, or I ſhould rather ſay, ot Creatures 


more unthinking and more ſavage than the 
worſt of them. 


For could it ſo truly be ſaid of them, 
as by our Saviour it is ſaid of the Jews, 
Father forgive them , for they know not what 
they do £ Such as were fo preſſing for our 
$aviour's Crucifixion, as to anſwer with 


raſhneſs and impatience, thoſe that ſeem'd to 


argue for him, Let his Blood be on , and 
om our Children, at the ſame time, lockt 


upon him as a Malefactor of an higher form 


than even Barabbas himſelf, who for Sedi- 
tion and Murder was cait into Priſon; they 
lookt upon him as one, that pretended to 
be their King, whenas they knew 10 King 
but Cefar ; this was their Anfwer when PI. 
late ask'd them, Shall F crucifie your King ? 


They thought themſelves obliged, to expreſs - 


their utmoſt Reſentment againft any one , 
that ſhould 2 to be their King, in * 2 
poſition to Ceſar; this they did upon a Prin- 
ciple of Loyalty, and out of a miſguided 
Leal, and ſome Stories they had got, of a 
Deſign he had to deſtroy their Temple, to 


ſet - 
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ſet himſelf up, and pull down the Church : 
But in the Caſe before us, he againſt whom 
our People ſo clamorouſly call'd for Juſtice , 
was one, whoſe greateſt Crime was his be- 
ing a King, and a Friend to the Church : 
It was not any Fear they were in, of his 
pulling it down, but becauſe they found him 
reſolutely bent, to uphold it againſt all At- 


tempts, and to be its Support. The Cry of /z 


.our perſecuting Rabble, was not in behalf 
of their Church, and for the King in poſ- 
Jeſſion , againſt any other; but on the con- 
.trary , they were reſolved to deſtroy both 
.the one, and the other; they were for no 
Biſhop, no King at all; whoever reign'd muſt 
not any longer be God's Vicegerent, but 
-theirs; and when Men can bare-faced , pro- 
. Feſſedly , even with Noiſe and Clamour , go 
.thus far, they may very well be ſuppoſed 
to go a little further, and ſay to them- 
. ſelves, as what they mean, though they will 
not tell it to every Body; Now that we 
have got Power into our hands, we will be 
our own Maſters, we will have no Religion, 
we will have no God. 

Men may talk of Religion, nay, Men may 
pretend to act upon Principles of Religion 
and Godlineſs, by way of Cloak and Diſ- 
«guiſe; but nothing leſs than Atheiſm at bot- 
tom, can in any one, that gives himſelf time 
to think, ſuffer Wickedneſs to grow to fo 
exorbitant a pitch as this, and keep his Con- 

| ſcience 
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ſcience down, and in ſo Abject a Condition, as 
not to fly in his face. We may blame the 
Age we live in, and impute the Corruption 
ot it, to the Liberty encouraged, ſome time 
ſince by an eaſie Prince; but it is plain, that 
the Foundation of it was laid long before, 
in a Rebellious People, in a Generation of 
Men, that had no fear of God before their 


Eyes. 


The Fact of this Day was ſuch a vying 
with the firſt Arch-Rebel , the Apoſtate An- 
gel Lucifer. It was ſuch a going beyond the 
Old Serpent in his own way of Inſolence 
and Pride, that it is no wonder if he then 
began to raiſe his Head, and ſet up for 
Dominion in this World, when thus warm'd 
and enliven'd , by a fiery Zeal in ſome , and 
Rage in others, to the degree of Drun- 
kenneſs, Thirſting after, and Satiating them- 
ſelves in Royal blood; and in which re- 
ſpect only, heated o the degree of Fren- 
.zy and Madneſs, the Plea in my Text may 
ſeem to have ſome hold of them, Fa- 
.ther forgive them, for they know not what 


-they do. 


Zut whether either the Prayers of our Sa- 
viour on the Croſs, or of our Royal Mar- 
tyr on the Scaffold, and in his Cloſet, ve- 
ry frequently before his Death, did obtain 
the Forgiveneſs requeſted , whilſt the Wick- 


edneſs 
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edneſs continued, and was not repented of, 
is the next thing we are to conſider, as my 
ſecond General Head, and we ſhall quickly 
find that it did not; the contrary will ap- 
pear, by the many Direful Effects of God's 

Wrath, upon ſo high a Provocation : Th 
is the Heir, come let ws kill him, and ſeize on 
the Inheritance, was not a more inexculable 
Violence, in the unjuſt Husbandmen , than 
the Meaſures that were taken, in either of 
the Caſes before us, and God was pleas'd 
to deal with all the three alike ; nor ought 
it to be imputed , to the want of Mercy in 
God , who is always willing to forgive , but 
to the want of true Repentance in the Sin- 
ner God's: Mercy prevails, wherever Repen- 
tance. makes way for Forgiveneſs, but ne- 
ver till then; witneſs the Eternity of Tor- 
ment, on the unrelenting Sinner in Hell: 
Juſtice and Puniſhment, is what they muſt 
look for, who go on in their Sins, and 
harden their Hearts, and will not repent, 
or own their Fault. This was the Fate of 
Pharaoh, whoſe Obſtinacy drove him into 
the Red Sea; this was the Cafe of the Jews, 
though prayed for ſo earneſtly by Chrift 
himſelf ; and ſo it was (and I wiſh I might 
ſay it only was, and is not) the Caſe of 
this moſt ſinful Nation of ours, though ſo 
often prayed for, and forgiven by an excellent 
Saint, their injured Prince. 


The 
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The Jews preterided mighty Loyalty to 
Ceſar , having enur'd their Necks to the Ro- 
man Yoke, though the Effect of Conqueſt 
does uſually prove. to be Vaſſallage, yet they 
were not only contented , to ſubmit to it; 
but ſeem'd pleas'd with their Condition; for- 
getting the Tribe of Judah , and the Lineage 
of David ; they knew it was propheſied that 
the Sceptre ſhould depart from Judah, and the 
Conſequence of their Indifference and Wil- 
lingneſs, that it ſhould a rather than 
not ſhare in the greatneſs of their Conque- 
ror, was, that it did depart, and they ſoon 
after ceaſed to be a People: Venient Romani, 
the Romans will come, was the thing they 
pretended to dread, ſhould they do any 
thing, that might diſguſt them; not conſi- 
dering in wllofe Power it was, to ſend them 
whenever he pleas d, and as he ſoon did, to 
put an end to them, and to take away, both 
ther place and Nation. The Temple, which 
they pretended ſo great a Concern for, was 
demoliſhed, and (0 was their CitÞ; inſomuch 
as not one Stone of it to have been left upon ano- 
ther z the People were diſpers'd, and made to 
wander up and down the World , and are be- 
come a Proverb , and a Curſe, and a Name of 
Reproach, and Scorn, wherever they come. 


Nor was this done all at once , but after 
ſeveral Warnings gradually by certain Provi- 
D dential 
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dential Steps and Degrees „there ſtill ſeeming 


to have been in purſuance of our Saviour's 
Prayer in their behalf, ſufficient ſcope left 
them to repent”, and to be forgiven, 


Their Conquerors could have told them a 
Story, which was yet freſh in their memory , 
of an Emperor of theirs, that was murder'd 
in the Senate, and though Brutus and ſome 
others, might value themſelves upon it, as an 
Heroick Ack, thereby pretending to deliver 
their Country from Uſurpation and Tyranny, 
and bringing it back to its ancient Form of 
Government, yet Divine Vengeance over- 
took the Parricides: when the People had 
time to recover themſelves of the Amaze- 
ment they were in, they. ſhew'd all the To- 
kens of a fit Deteſtation of the murder that 
was. poſſible; they did not go on, like the 
Jews, in defending the Fact, or . priding 
themſelves in. it; on the contrary., the Court 
where it was done, was ſhut up by pub- 
lick Edict, the Day in the Calendar was, 
markt with Infamy, and called the Par- 
rieide ; the Senate never fat upon. that Day z 
and, to the Honour of that Beo le, the Hi 
ſtorian tells us, that the Plebs, the very Com- 
mon People, among other, remarkable Inſtan- 
ces of their Zeal, on ſo extraordinary an Oc: 
caſion, though what was done, was pre- 
tended to be for their good, and. for the 
recovery of their, Rights , yet haying Sand, 
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down the Houſes of Brutus and Caſſius, they 
erected a Pillar, with this Inſcription, to the 
Memory of Ceſar, Parenti Patrie , and at the 
foot of it, they continued a long time, to 
offer Sacrifice, and make their Vows. 


As for the Conſpirators, ſcarce any of 
them were obſerv'd, either to have liv'd three 
years to an end, or to have died a Natural 
Death; they were immediately outlaw'd, and 
expos d to all forts of Hardſhip, and where 
Juſtice could not reach them, Providence 
did ; ſome periſhed at Sea, ſome fell in 
Battle, others ſtabb'd themſelves, with the 
ſame Poniard , by which Ceſar fell. Thus 
the World being rid of the Actors, and all 
that ſurvived, diſclaiming and deteſting the 
Fact, the Roman Empire flouriſh'd, and 
their Armies were as ſucceſsful as before. 


And well had it been for us, if this 'Sto- 
ry, and the Fate of the Jews , had been 
well conſider d by this Nation fifty years 
ago ; it might have prevented Plagues , and 
Wars, and Deſolations, and Fire, and all the 
dreadful Judgments , we have from time to 
time, ſo viſibly,” by the particular diſpoſal of 
Providence, and -as ſent from Heaven, labour'd 
under, and which we {till continue to feel 
the Effects of to this very day 
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As for the Nature of the Facts, there 
was no Pretence in our Caſe, of freeing 
our Country from Uſurpation , or any un- 
uſual Form of Government; on the contra- 
ry , what was done, was to eſtabliſh an U- 
ſurper in the room of a lawful Prince, and 
to change an Ancient Monarchy, into a Com- 
monwealth: This was the Deſiga of our Re- 
gicides, and yet, there was no hiding of 
Daggers, under the Robes of thoſe Senators , 
that were the chief Adtors , but all was car- 
ried on, in ſo Publick 4 manner, as to ſeem 
to bid Defiance to Heaven it ſelf z what the 
Jews (aid to Chriſt upon the Croſs, was not 
more provoking, or a more direct challeng- 
ing Align God to fave * Vicegerent, his 
Anointed, if he could. 


As to 1 N N part, it muſt be ac- 
wag alc t as ſoon as things came to 
eir 22 Foundation, and 
we — return d from the Araldama , 
2 Field of Blood, Where ſo many fell, the 
l. and the Innocent together, the Day 
hos I u kept, and the Senate bave often 
3 great Inclinations to do ſomethin 
Denn nary, in hanour of one, who di 
r, in Defence of Monarchy , and of 
I eſtabliſh'd Religion; and we of the Cler- 
gy have reaſon to remember, that it was 
with a particular regard had to * . 
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as of Apoſtolical at leaſt , if not of Divine 
Inſtitution. 


As to the Plebs, if through Ignorance , 
ſome of the Common People, the unthink- 
ing Multitude, have not been {erſible e- 
nough of the pernicious Conſ-quences of that 
fatal blow , and have not ſhown their Teal 
in the ſame way, the Citizens of Rome are 
known to have done, we have, however, 
ſeen ſomething of the ſame Nature come to 
paſs, to ſupply the Defect; the Court, at the 
Gates whereof the Blow was given, inſtead 
of being ſhut up, is in effect render'd inha- 
bitable, and almoſt laid -in Aſhes, only fo 
much is left of it, as by way of Monument, 
inſtead of a Pillar, to have become a place of 
Devotion, to the end that Prayers may be 
daily offer'd up to God , within thoſe Walls, 
for the Pardon of the Sin that was commit- 
ted without ; and there may it Night and 
Day be ſaid , Remember not, Lord, our Offen- 
ces, nor the Offences of our Forefathers , neither 
take thou Vengeance of our Sins; but ſpare ws , 


good Lord, ſpare thy People, whom thou haſt re- 


deemed with thy moſt precious Blood, and be not 
angry with ws for ever. And as often as this 
is ſaid, in that place, or in any other, may 
thoſe that ſay it, always. think particularly of 
the Sin of this Day. 


i 
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I am ſenſible, there are ſome who do think 
much, that theſe things ſhould be ript up, 
and dwelt upon fo much at this diſtance of 
time, and at this time of day ; the Zeal the 
Clergy ſhew for the Solemn Obſervance of 
this Annual Commemoration of the Royal 
Martyr, thoſe that would be glad to drop 
it, interpret as the Reſult of Reſentment , 
not only as his Sufferings were very much 
on their account, but alſo , as they bore a 
conſiderable ſhare in the General Calamity ; 
Epiſcopacy it ſelf having thereby undergone, 
as total an Eclipſe for the time , as the Mo- 
narchy and thoſe of the eſtabliſh'd Church. 
The Orthodox Clergy were generally reduced 
to our Saviour's Condition, when it is recorded 


of him, that he bad not where to lay his head. 


But whatever there was of that kind, it is 
to be hoped, we have not however ſo learned 
Grit, as to forget the Leſſon he hath taught 
us in the words of my Text, Father forgive 
them But there is at the ſame time, a Ne- 
ceſſity laid upon us to be plain in this Mat- 
ter, there is 4 Wo denounced againſt us, if we 
preach not the Goſpel, according to what we 
know to be the Tenor of it, with reſpect to 
Repentance: if God hath at any time been 
notoriouſly provoked , we mult not endeavour 
to ſooth Men in their Sins; It is not di- 
ſtance of Time will diſcharge us of our 
Guilt, if by impending Judgments , ny 
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tional Sin is ſtill found to lye heavy upon 
us. There is a remarkable ſaying of our Sa- 
viour's, to the Jews, which we ought to take 
care that our Impenitence does not make to 
be our Caſe , and that is, That all the Righ- 
teous Blood that had been ſhed ſtom the Blood 
of Abel, unto the Blood of Zacharias, the Son 
of Barachias, who was ſlain between the Temple 
and the Altar, ſkould come upon that Generati- 
on; à load too heavy, for any People to. 
bear up againſt, and accordingly. it prov'd. 
their undoing, 


Now, if innocent Blood has been required 
at ſo great a diſtance, how can we think 
our ſelves ſecure? How do we know, but 
the like Days of Vengeance may be till re- 
ſerv'd for us? There is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that we muſt firſt, either upon 
the account of Ignorance, or Repentance, be 
diſcharged of the Guilt, before we can de- 
pend upon being out of reach of the Pu- 
niſhment due to it: We; muſt therefore lay 
our Hands upon our Hearts, and ask our 
ſelves this ſerious queſtion; Do we renounce 
all Approbation, all Extenuation of the Fact, 
beyond what it really may admit, as to. 
Ignorance in ſome, at the time it was 
committed? Do we unfeignedly declare a- 
gainſt the Sin, acknowledge the Vileneſs of. 
the Practice, and very readily give it its 
true Name? and not go about to palliate or 

diſguiſe 
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diſguiſe notorious Rebellion, Murder, and 
Parricide, in deſtroying the Lord's Anoint- 
ed', and the Father of his Country, as well 
as in cool Blood ( if it may be ſo termed , 
when heated: with Malice, Rage, and Fury ) 
to have ſlain a Man. To talk of Execution, 
in purſuance of a Trial, and Sentence paſs d 
upon God's Vicegerent, is to mock God, and 
to abuſe the Name, not only of Juſtice, 
but of Law it ſelf; It is to turn the World 
upſide down ,- make Hell to be uppermoſt, 
and the Prince of Darkneſs, to give Law 
to the reſt of the Creation. If there are 
thoſe amongſt us, who ſtill glory in their 
Shame, and juſtiſie their Fact; if the (ame 
Principles are maintain'd, and cheriſh'd by 
- ſome, which were known to give Life to 
ſo much Wickedneſs; if the Root ſtill re- 
mains, for any one to cover it, is the moſt 
ready _ to make it thrive , and ſpring a- 
gaia; ſnould it ſo prove, that the Soil 
is not yet clear d of the poyſonous Weed , 
which God was pleas d to ſuffer to grow to E 
a head, the better to be pluck'd up, and 
thrown' into the Fire ; ſhould the old Leven | 
ſtill be treaſured up by ſome, it were enough, 
like Achans Wedge, to ruin all; there is no- 
thing more likely to bring freſh Judgments 
8 — involve us in ry, halben en 
- our ion. 
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For ſo it is, that Almighty God will not 


be bore down with Impiety; a Sin ſo pro- 


voking , and which ſo plainly ſtrikes at his 
own Honour , he will not ſuffer to be juſti- 
fied, but will have it acknowledg'd, and re- 


nounced , before he will pardon it; till we 


relent, he will continue to puniſh , be it ne- 
ver ſo long: It there are thoſe among(t us 
who (till argue for the Fact of this Day, (as 
ſome are ſaid to triumph in it, and inſult in 
ſo provoking a manner, as ſufficiently diſco- 
vers a readineſs to do the ſame again , upon 


the firſt opportunity ) as many as defend the 
King-killing-Dodtrine, whatever they may call 


themſelves, we cannot but look upon them , 
as the moſt dangerous Enemies of their Coun- 
try that can be; for that unleſs it may be 


ſaid of them, as in the Text, that they K 
not what they do; they make God to be our 


Enemy, as well as their own: Theſe are the 


Men, that make it neceſſary ſtill to continue 


our Humiliation, upon the Annual Return of 


this unhappy Day, as having ſtill but too 


much occaſion to make it part of our Prayer, 
to Almighty God , that when he makes In- 
quiſition for Blood, the Guilt of this Inno- 
cent Blood, (the ſhedding whereof nothing but- 
the Blood of Chriſt can expiate) may not be 
laid to our charge, or any more be required of 
us, or our Poſterity; and at the ſame time, 
we muſt beg of God, to * us true peni- 
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tent Hearts, and the like to all that have hi- 
thexto ſtood out, and have obſtructed by their 
Impenitence, the welfare of their Country, 
as well as the Salvation of their own Souls; 
that when either Ignorance can be juſtly plea- 
ded, on their behalf, or Repentance entitle them 
to: Mercy, our Saviour's Prayer, of Father 
forgive them, may ſo eſſectually take place, as 
that we may no longer labour under the 
direful Effects of God's Diſpleaſure, but what 
has been to our Reproach, may, at length, 
redound to our Glory, by his Memory being 
ever bleſs d and precious amongſt us, whom 
God was pleas d to enable, ſo cheerfully to 
tread in his Maſter's: ſteps, that we, following the 
Example of his Patience and Charity, God's 
Mercy may be glorifted, in the forgiveneſs of 
our Sins, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribd, as is moſt due, all Honour and 
Glory, Might, Power, and Dominion, this day 
henceforth and for ever. Amen. | 
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